
Information about Rahab (of Jericho) from Joshua chapters 2 through 6 

Rahab (Person). Heroine of the battle of Jericho (Jos 2–6). Soon after Moses’ death, God told 
Joshua that he and the people were to cross the Jordan and occupy the land of promise. Before 
the crossing, however, Joshua sent two spies into the land to reconnoiter the opposition, in 
particular the fortified city of Jericho. Upon entering the city, the spies found their way quickly 
to Rahab’s house, which was perhaps an inn and/or a brothel. She apparently was a prostitute.  

News of the arrival of spies was not long in reaching the king of Jericho, who quite naturally 
demanded that Rahab divulge their whereabouts. She cleverly admitted seeing them, but insisted 
that they had left the city at nightfall. Actually, the spies were hiding under stalks of flax on the 
roof of her house. When the king’s search party left Jericho to hunt the spies, Rahab confessed 
to the spies the reason for her complicity with the Israelites’ cause. She feared the God of the 
Jews, believing that he would surely give them victory. “For the Lord your God is God in heaven 
above and on the earth below” (Jos 2:11 NIV). 

For her help, the spies agreed to save Rahab and her family. The sign was to be a cord of 
scarlet thread hanging from her window, the same avenue the spies used to escape the city. 
Rahab and her family were indeed the only survivors of the subsequent battle. They were led to 
safety on Joshua’s command by the very men Rahab had saved.1 
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